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Abstract 
Over 147,000 Indians were brought to Trinidad between 1845 and 
1917. While there is consensus on the broad patterns of the demo-
graphic and social characteristics of these labourers, there is a lim-
ited focus on interrogating the same characteristics of various sub-
populations. This paper extends the earlier work by Kassim and Polar 
(2018) and seeks to rectify gaps specific to Muslims by mining the 
Ship Registers/Emigration Passes for the period 1892-1901. Data are 
presented for two five-year periods and the geographical and social 
patterns are then considered; the periods are 1892-1896, and 1897-
1901. Findings suggest that the patterns for Muslims are generally 
consistent with the findings in the literature for the overall Indian mi-
grants.  
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Introduction 
 

It is said that ‘you die twice. One time when you stop breathing and a 
second time, a bit later on, when somebody says your name for the last 
time’.1 The indentured labourers who crossed the ‘kala pani’ (black water) 
could slip into obscurity if it were not for the existing historical records, which 
documents their names and social characteristics. The need for information re-
lating to management of colonies created a corpus of records that allow con-
temporary researchers to mine the information and ‘plac[e] the lives and agen-
cy of people most in danger of being forgotten in the centre of our regard’ 
(Hitchcock, 2013: n.p.). These nominal records give us ‘a chance to rescue 
meaningful lives from the ever-growing pile of historical debris’ and ‘from the 
silences, forgetting, and revisions of modernity’, and ‘redress that most final, 
and brutal, of life’s inequalities: whether or not you are forgotten’ (Hitchcock 
2013: n.p.) by authoring the stories of the indentured labourers. These stories, 
be it oral family accounts, published research, or statistical data, provide the 
basis for human beings to ‘retain a curiosity about who they are and how they 
have come to be what they are, in other words, curiosity about questions of 
identity, purpose and place’ (Lal, 2012a: 215). Further, it provides a potent 
driver for us to understand the ‘complex and contested legacies’ (Lal, 2012a: 
215) that have forged societies and shaped national narratives and imagina-
tions.  

The indenture project, as part of a global capital-labour nexus, emerged 
as a strategy to address labour shortages caused by the effects of emancipation. 
It led to over 500,000 Indians being transported from India to the Caribbean 
from 1838 to 1917. For Trinidad, it is estimated that 147,592 Indians were in-
troduced over a 72-year period; the numbers represented plurality of religions, 
castes, and districts, the latter mainly from North India.  

The heterogeneity among the indentured labourers has been well-
documented by historians. Research on the indentured immigrants disaggregat-
ed by religion, which provides a substantive marker for categorisation and 
comparison, is limited in the Caribbean; perhaps because we have accepted the 
majority/minority argument on numbers as ‘truth’. With no attempt made to 
determine the exact number and characteristics of Muslims relative to the larg-
er indentured labourer population, the possibility of ‘inaccurate numerical sta-
tistics … in published studies’ on aspects of Caribbean Indian indentured histo-

                                                        
1 The quote is credited to the graffiti artist Banksy, but the sentiment is not his alone 
and it can be attributed to several different people or cultures. See, for example, Irvin 
D. Yalom, Love’s Executioner and Other Tales of Psychotherapy, and David Eagle-
man’s Sum: Forty Tales from the Afterlives, for those of Egyptians, Jews, etc.  
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riography remain (Roopnarine, 2014: 394). This is a major flaw that requires 
‘further analyses to ensure transparency and appropriate interpretation of re-
sults’ to reduce/eliminate data reporting inconsistencies and possibly numerical 
statistical inaccuracies (Roopnarine, 2014: 394, 395). 

This paper seeks to rectify the numerical inconsistencies by mining the 
Ship Registers/Emigration Passes for the ten-year period, 1892-1901, corrobo-
rating it with entries from the General Registers, where available.2 This paper 
extends the earlier work by Kassim and Polar (2018) and draws on the work 
undertaken by researchers within the Indian Diaspora. The existing demo-
graphic and social data are analysed to establish clear trends and patterns re-
garding demographic characteristics, bodily marks, geographic origins, second-
time migration to Trinidad, family accompaniments, and birth and mortality 
aboard the ships and estates to which the immigrants were assigned. Borrowing 
from Mercer (1995), who discussed the importance of historical demography, 
Munro (2000: 10) noted that by aggregating the demographic characteristics of 
a subpopulation from nominal sources we can gain insight into the relation-
ships between the individual and the wider society, and determine patterns of 
significance.  

The paper will (re)construct the demographic data into a social narrative 
for the Muslim indentured population for the selected period and hopefully, 
produce more credible ‘numerical statistics’ on Muslim indentured labourers. 
Through an examination of historical demography, a deeper understanding of 
the origins of indentured Muslims is gained. Equally important, the research al-
lows us the data and tools to place Muslims more centrally within the inden-
tured labourer narrative and give insights into ‘subject peoples’ who were part 
of the colonial global-labour nexus.  
 
Review of the literature  
 

Over the last five decades, historians and other scholars have produced a 
corpus of work on Indian indentured immigration, which has improved our un-
derstanding of the operations of the indentured labour project. Historians have 
considered the Indian indenture system from various perspectives such as la-
bour mobility (Major, 2017), a capitalist-imperialist framework (Mahmud, 
2013; Mahase, 2012; Northrup, 1995), the transformation of the Indians’ social 
and economic structures and the impact of colonial rule on India (Batsha, 2017; 
Major, 2017; Kumar, 2016; Meena, 2015; Mahase, 2012; Talbot, 2011; Maddi-

                                                        
2 The authors are grateful to the staff of The National Archives of Trinidad and Tobago, 
which holds various registers of the Indian immigrants who arrived between the years 
1845 and 1917.  
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son, 1971), and motivations for the support of indenture (Green, 1983; Kale, 
2010). 

Further, Caribbean Indian indentured historiography has considered 
many aspects of the indenture experience - recruitment, immigration, transpor-
tation, plantation experience, resistance, repatriation, remittances, accommoda-
tion, settlement, and cultural/religious identity and reconstitution in the Carib-
bean colonies that received indentured Indians.3 With a concern for the catego-
ry of recruits among the colonial Indian population that migrated, historians 
such as Gillion (1958) considered the causes, nature and effects of Indian im-
migration and settlement in Fiji from 1879 to 1917; Lal (1980) considered the 
origins and social background of the Fiji Indians; Laurence (1994) provided a 
statistical account of the recruitment and embarkation of labourers from the 
various provinces of India for Trinidad and British Guiana, and Bhana (1987) 
examined the patterns in the categories of demographic and social data of in-
dentured Indians in Natal. The works mentioned here are considered most 
germane to the discussion on historical demography of indentured immigrants.  
 
Significance of the Study 
 

Analyses of the characteristics of the indentured labourers have been un-
dertaken by several historians, who investigated the attributes from a country 
specific view and for the overall population. This study examines a sub-
population - Muslim immigrants - recruited from India to Trinidad. By framing 
this study in the context of microhistory i.e. ‘the intensive historical investiga-
tion of a relatively well defined smaller object, or a single event’ (cited in 
Kisantal, 2015: 513), it supports the formulation of a ‘microscopic analysis as a 
means of generating conclusions that are applicable to a greater percentage of 
the general population’ (cited by Levi, 1991).  

By examining the demographic, social and geographical origins of the 
Muslim indentured labourers, it counters the ‘possibly inaccurate numerical 
statistics’ on aspects of Indian indentured Caribbean historiography identified 
by Roopnarine (2014: 394). Moreover, the study contributes to a deeper under-
standing of the process of and for religious reconstitution in the society and the 
extent of plurality among the Muslims especially, as they were culturally, ra-

                                                        
3 See for example, Hassankhan (2011), Roopnarine (2009, 2007), Mahase (2008), 
Metha (2004) Ramdin (2000), Seecharan (1999), Hoefte (1998), Kale (1998), Mangru 
(1996, 1987), Mohapatra (1996), Samaroo (1996, 1987), Laurence (1994), Look Lai 
(1993), Shepherd (1994); Dabydeen & Samaroo (1987), Haracksingh (1987), Ramnar-
ine (1987), Moutoussamy (1989), Emmer (1986), Mahabir (1985), Nath (1975), Tinker 
(1974), Weller (1968), and Vatuk (1964). 
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cially, linguistically and ethnically different (Vahed, 2001: 195). Moreover, it 
situates Muslims more centrally in the development and evolution of the inden-
tured labourer narrative. 
 
Methodology  
 

The geographical and social origins of Muslim indentured labourers are 
considered to (re)construct the demographic and social narrative. Data from the 
period 1892-1901 are analysed in two discrete five-year periods (1892-1896 
and 1897-1901) to reduce the risk of data misrepresentation and to detect 
clearer patterns in the characteristics. To develop this narrative the Ship Regis-
ters/Emigration Passes were examined and corroborated with the General Reg-
isters.  

For the period, 21,377 records (total embarked minus Moy 1893 and 
Main 1896) were examined for 34 of the 36 ships departing from the depot 
Garden Reach, Calcutta, the main depot for Indians leaving for Trinidad. The 
list of ships and dates of arrival are given in Appendix 1.  

For each ship, an ‘Abstract’ summarising demographic and distribution 
details of the Indians was generally included in the General Registers. Data 
were recorded for the number of men (>12 years), women (> 12 years), boys (> 
2 years -12 years), girls (> 2 years -12 years) and infants (<2 years) in catego-
ries such as: distributed from depot, sent to hospital from ship, sent to hospital 
from depot, sent to convalescent depot, paid passage at Calcutta, arrived/landed 
in Trinidad, embarked at Calcutta etc. Data on population distribution by sex 
and age, arrived/landed in Trinidad, embarked at Calcutta, births, and mortality 
were used to calculate distribution of the sub-population.  

Using the ‘Caste’ field as the starting point, records were scanned for the 
main term ‘Musalman’ or variations of such in the ‘Caste’ column. Other cate-
gories known to be Muslims such as Mohamadians, Pathans, Syed, Shaikhs, 
and Sheik were captured. It can be speculated that ‘Musalman’ will comprise 
social groups or ethnic categories including converts across the British Raj.  

Information on the indentured labourer’s name, father’s name, sex, age, 
bodily marks, district of origin, and marital status was recorded in a MS Excel 
Sheet. This process had to be completed before the scale and scope of Muslim 
indentured labourers could be established. Data was categorised by specific 
variables of sex, age, height, bodily marks, native places, estates, second inden-
tures, births, deaths, and marital status and family relationships, and then 
counted to construct the narrative about Muslim indentures. Aggregated de-
scriptive statistics are used to present an analysis of these basic social charac-
teristics, which is consistent with Bhana (1987) and Lal (1980).  

Inconsistencies in the spelling of native places and names of estates were 
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recoded for uniformity. To resolve these inconsistencies, secondary sources 
were consulted to corroborate the information from the Registers. Banerjee, 
and Iyer (2005), Bhana (1987), Vertovec (1992), Laurence (1994), Lal (1980), 
and Jha (1973) were consulted to confirm the names of the native places. Deen 
(1994: 266) was consulted to substantiate the listing of estates to which the 
immigrants were assigned.  
 
Limitations and Delimitations 
 

Although the authors considered the categories of ‘Caste’ mentioned by 
Lal (1980), Bhana (1987), Bal and Sinha-Kerkhoff (2007) and Chetty (n.d.), 
they recognised that the categories were sometimes related to occupational 
castes and would have both Muslim and Hindu sections. The authors also 
acknowledge that there may be Muslims among other social groups or ethnic 
affiliations (e.g. Dhunia, Julaha, Gular, Hajjam, etc.), however, these were not 
captured unless Musalman was recorded before or after those groups (Hajjam 
Musalman) or based on the ‘Muslim-ness’ of the the names. 

The authors were constrained by the incompleteness of the records for 
data capture. Records were not available for the ships Moy (1893) and Main 
(1896), thus, data on Muslims was not reported. Emigration Passes were una-
vailable for the Virawa (1901), but the General Register which was available 
identified ‘Caste’. However, analysis relating to family relationships and sec-
ond indentures could not be conducted due to lack of information. There was a 
lack of handwritten notes on second indentures for period, 1897 to 1901, which 
affected the capture of data and reporting on second indentures.  
 
Results and Discussion 
 

Historians such as Lal (1980) and colonial officials (e.g. Geoghegan 
1873) writing on recruitment on the contribution of various groups to indenture 
colonies argued that the immigrants represented not only the approximate nu-
merical strength of the society, but was also a sample of other socioeconomic 
characteristics of caste, language, and economic status. Data are presented for 
the geographical and social origins of Muslim indentured labourers namely, the 
distribution by sex, age, and height. Bodily characteristics, native places, sec-
ond-time indentures, family accompaniments, births and mortality aboard the 
ship, and estate assignment are considered. Geographical and social character-
istics are then considered for 1887 to 1891 drawing on the work of Kassim and 
Polar (2018) and comparing it to 1892 to 1896, and 1897 to 1901 to determine 
overall patterns. 
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Landed in Trinidad 
 

Between 1892 and 1896, 22 ships left India and landed in Trinidad com-
pared to 14 ships between 1897 and 1901. An estimated 13,842 Indians left In-
dia for Trinidad between 1892 and 1896, while a lower number, 8,838, em-
barked between 1897 and 1901. There were 13,568 Indians who landed in 
Trinidad (i.e. embarked minus deaths) with 98.9% of these transferred to an es-
tate (i.e. landed minus those who paid passage and bought time) between 1892 
and 1896. Between 1897 and 1901, 8,745 persons landed with 98.9% trans-
ferred to an estate. See Appendix 2- Table A1 and A2. 
 Between 1887 and 1891 a greater number of ships (24), a higher number 
of persons embarked from India (14,237), and a larger number of Indians ar-
rived (13,969) compared to the two subsequent periods. The percentage of In-
dians who transferred to an estate was lower (96.6%) than the subsequent peri-
ods which can be attributed to higher numbers of deaths, paid passengers and 
Indians who bought time. 
 
Muslim Distribution 
 

The number of Muslims landing between 1892 and 1896 was 1,095 
while the number landing between 1897 and 1901 was 1,055 (includes Mus-
lims who died). It is likely that the number of Muslims would have been higher 
for the 1892 to 1896 period had data from the ‘Moy 1893’ and ‘Main 1896’ 
been available. This represented 8.8% of the Indians who embarked from India 
for 1892 to 1896 and 12.1% for 1897 to 1901. See Appendix 2- Table A1 and 
A2. The number of Muslims arriving (1,519) in 1887-1891 was higher than the 
subsequent periods but the percentage of Muslims (10.8%) was higher than 
1892-1896 but lower than 1897-1901.  
 Assessments vary on the exact percentage of Muslim indentured labour-
ers based on location. Brennan, et.al. (1998: 122) indicate that Muslims pro-
vided a steady annual stream of about 10% to Mauritius, Natal, Fiji, British 
Guiana, and Jamaica during the indenture period. For Fiji, the percentage of 
Muslims ranged from 12% to 15.1% (Gillion, 1958: 496; Lal, 1980: 109; 1996: 
172). For Natal, Muslims accounted for 7% to 10% of migrants (Vahed, 2001: 
194). Laurence (1994: 110) noted that Muslims comprised 14% for Trinidad 
between 1874/1875 and 1917. Our results (based on available data) for the two 
five-year period shows some variability, but for the ten-year period the 2,150 
Muslims who landed (or 9.6%), corresponded more with the numerical data for 
Mauritius tallied by Brennan et al (1998: 122). 
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Distribution by ship 
 

All ships examined had Muslims. There, however, was no trend in the 
percentage of Muslims ship to ship or year to year for the periods 1892-1896 
and 1897-1901. Of the ships arriving between 1892 and 1896, the ship with the 
lowest percentage of Muslims was the Main (1895, with 4.6% Muslims) while 
the ship with the highest percentage was the Folye (1885, with 14.7% Mus-
lims). Similarly for the 1897 to 1901 period, the Ems (1897) had 4.7% Mus-
lims while the Main (1900) had 19%. The variations for the two periods were 
7.3% to 10.6% and 6.4% to 19%, respectively. Appendix 2, Tables A1 and A2 
provide the details on this. This was unlike 1887-1891 which showed a yearly 
decline in the Muslim population from 12.3% to 9.8%; the Jura on three occa-
sions had the highest percentage of Muslims.  
 
Percentage of Muslim population  
 

For the period 1892-1896, the percentage of Muslim men, women, boys, 
girls, and infants relative to the embarked population (minus passengers) on the 
ship was 9.1%, 8.6%, 9.9%, 7.5% and 7%, respectively. Percentages appeared 
to peak in 1893 and 1894 relative to other years. For the 1897 to 1901 period 
the percentages were 11.7%, 12.4%, 10.4%, 11.1% and 9.2%. These percent-
ages were higher than the corresponding categories for 1892-1896 but were al-
so more variable from year to year with 1897 having the lowest figures and 
1900 having the highest percentages except for girls (see Appendix 2- Table B1 
and B2). The percentage for women (13.1%) during 1887-1891 was higher 
than the subsequent periods.  
 
Distribution of Muslim Population 
 

For the period 1892-1896, Muslim indentured men represented approxi-
mately 58%, women 28% and the remaining 14% represented boys, girls, and 
infants. In the latter period, Muslim men represented 62%, women 32.2 % and 
boys, girls and infants represented 5.8%. There was little variation observed 
from year to year. The ratio of men, women, boys, girls, and infants in the 
Muslim population was similar to the overall indentured Indian population for 
both the periods, and the year to year variability in the Indian population was 
also not large. This indicates that Muslims were not considered as a separate 
group in recruitment practices. Appendix 2- Table C1 & C2 provide data on 
this. These ratios are similar to those observed for 1887-1891.  
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Caste Distribution 
 

For 1892-1896, 76.9% of the landed Muslims were labeled Musalman. 
Lal (1980: 208), found similar ratio for Musalman (79.3%) in Fiji. The remain-
ing groups identified were Pathans (6.9%), Sheikhs (6.6%), Mohamadians 
(5.6%), Shaikhs (2.7%), Syed (0.5%), Momins (0.5%), and persons who 
changed caste to Musalman or Mohamadians (0.8%). Compared to the subse-
quent period, 1897-1901, decreases in percentages were observed in Musalman 
(65.0%), Sheikhs (6.4%), Shaikhs (1.3%), Syed (0.1%), and Momins (0.1%) 
while increases in percentages were observed for Pathans (16.5%), and Mo-
hamadians (6.4%) and those who changed caste to Musalman or Mohamadian 
(3.8%). Jolaha (0.1%) and Rangez (0.2%) cases were observed in this period. 
Appendix 2, Figure 1A & 1B provide details on these. The percentage of Mu-
salman was higher in 1887-1891 (84.9%) indicating a decreasing trend but 
commensurate increases in other Muslim-caste groupings. 

The 1891 Census of India noted that 19.96% of the population was Mus-
lims (BMJ, 1894: 476). Although Islam does not recognise social divisions, 
caste-like features pervaded among the Muslims in India which Ahmad (1978: 
19) saw as a ‘feature of manifestation of the principle and feature characteristi-
cally associated with Hindu castes’. Chetty (n.d.) agreed that ‘Muslims in India 
nevertheless tended to segment themselves in caste-like groups’ as did Ansari 
(1960). The 1891 Census noted that the 57.3 million people comprised a col-
lection of persons who were ‘of distinctly foreign races, such as Shaikh, 
Mughal, Pathan, and so on, but the greater portion of them are local converts, 
to Islam, who have taken the title of the person of highest rank amongst those 
by whom they were converted, or who have affiliated themselves to these races 
on grounds even less relevant’ (India Census Commissioner 1893: 127). We 
see listed the following caste-like groups for Muslims: Ashrafs, Saiyids, 
Sheikhs, Mughals, Pathans, Muslim Rajputs, and Hajjam Muslims (Bal and 
Sinha-Kerkhoff 2007:133; Bhana, 1987: 57, 58, 63, 64; Lal, 1980: 209-210, 
and Ansari, 1960: 32-35). Moreover, Ansari (1960: 32-35) identified converts 
from other ‘clean’ castes (e.g. Dhobi, Dhuniya, Faqir, Hajjam (Nai), Julaha, 
Kunhar, Kunjra, Mirai, Manihar, and Teli).  
 
Sex Distribution 
 

Aboard the ships, 66.6% of the Muslims were males and 33.4% females 
for 1892-1896 period, while the female ratio rose slightly to 35.7% in the 
1897-1901 period (see Appendix 2 - Table D1 & D2). The percentage of fe-
males was highest in 1887-1891 (39.2%). 

The indentured project, which was regulated by Act XXI of 1844, sought 
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to control the movement of labourers from India to various parts of the world. 
Although there were attempts to regulate the proportion of women dispatched 
from India to the colonies, a fixed ratio of 40 women to 100 men (71 % males 
to 29 % females) was set by the Colonial Office in London in 1868. Given the 
seeming difficulties in meeting the quotas, Perry (1969: 199) noted that ‘provi-
sion was made to allow any excess number of females embarked on one vessel 
to apply toward the ratio on later vessels’. The difficulties in meeting the quota 
are not surprising as the 1891 Census shows that the ratio of women to men in 
the population were low – 958 females for every 1,000 males (BMJ 1894: 
474). It begs the question as to the numerical basis of the quotas. There is con-
sensus that there were numerical disproportions for Trinidad, Natal, and British 
Guiana (Bhana 1987: 23; Laurence 1994: 119, 123). Data confirms for the 
subgroup that the ratios of 60:40 did not hold either, with 1.9men:1woman ar-
riving during 1892-1896 and 1.7men:1woman during 1897-1901. 
 
Age Distribution 
 

For the 1892 to 1896 period, the age category with the highest density 
was 21-25 years, representing 37.4% for males and 39.3% for females. The age 
categories 16-20 and 26-30 were also high; 16-30 years group represented 
82.8% of the Muslim male population and 77.8% of the Muslim female popu-
lation. For the 1897-1901 period, however, the age category with the most per-
sons was 21-25 years for males (41.4%) and the 16-20 age category for fe-
males (41.6%). The age range 16-30 years represented 93% of the Muslim 
male population and 91.9% of the Muslim female population (Appendix 2 - 
Tables E1 & E2).  

The average age fell slightly for males from 21.9 years in the 1892-1896 
period, to 21.4 years in the 1897-1901 period. Among females the average age 
increased slightly from 19.8 for 1892-1896 to 20.7 years for 1897-1901 period. 
For the earlier period, 1887-1891, the average age for males was 21.4 years 
and for females it was 19.4 years, suggesting an increase in age for females and 
some stability in the ages of males. The 16-30 age category was lower for Mus-
lim males (75.1%) and Muslim females (71.6%) in 1887-1891 indicating an in-
creasing trend in 1897-1901. 
  Generally, Muslims aged 21-30 years represented just over half of the to-
tal Muslim immigrants (55.3%) when data is combined for males and females 
for the two periods. Laurence (1994) identified the predominant age of mi-
grants as 20-30 years. Our results for the truncated period match that general 
trend. 
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Height Distribution  
 

The heights for Muslim males and females increased by approximately 
one centimeter between 1892-1896 and 1897-1901 periods (Appendix 2 - Table 
F). An increasing trend is observed considering that in 1887-1891 the average 
height of Muslim males was 161.3cm while for females it was 147.8cm.  

The distribution of heights within a population is considered as measures 
of nutritional and socioeconomic well-being, as well as physiological adapta-
tion to environmental conditions. Variations in height could be attributed to 
‘cycles in the average height of the wider Indian population from which these 
recruits came, and/or it could reflect changes in recruitment standards’ (Bren-
nan, et.al., 1984: 280), or other factors – like their economic situation, famines 
of 1870s resulting in inadequate nutritional and food intake, and diseases 
(cholera, malaria, gastrointestinal). Brennan, et.al. (1994: 280) looked at an-
thropometric evidence to determine the socioeconomic well-being of inden-
tured labourers to Fiji and found that ‘[t]he average height of emigrants also 
varied by recruitment year. For both males and females, recruits were, on aver-
age, shortest in the period 1879-89 and tallest in the period 1890-1904’. More-
over, ‘the average height of Muslims was less than that of High Caste Hindus 
but greater than that of the other Hindu castes’.  

Brennan et al (1994: 280-282) looked at the recruits by birth cohort. 
Drawing from this, we see that for indentured labourers who were born during 
1865-1869 and indentured during 1890-1894, the mean heights were 5’4” for 
males and 4’9” for females. Based on those calculations, the immigrant cohort 
for 1892-1896 were shorter for Trinidad than those who were recruited for Fiji.  

The average immigrants’ height regardless of sex was 5’1”, which was at 
the lower end of the recruits arriving at Natal, where most heights (44.6%) fell 
between 5’1” and 5’6” (Bhana, 1987: 24). In 1892, 41.2% of recruits were in 
the range 156cm-170cm, while in 1901 46.9% fell this range (Bhana, 1987: 
38). Further analysis may be required looking at the records and undertaking a 
cross-sectional analysis of height by native place to determine if there were 
significant differences.  
 
Bodily Characteristics 
 

There were 625 Muslim males (85.7%) and 286 Muslim females (78.1%) 
with identifying marks for the 1892-1896 period. Of these, scars were present 
on 83% of the Muslim males and 73.4% of the Muslim females. In the case of 
disease, 8.2% (males 8.3%; females 8%) of recruits had pock-marked face, 
generally associated with smallpox. The latter was the second highest percent-
ages of markings and were identified for every year. Other bodily marks in-
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cluded moles, warts, birthmarks, burn marks, tattoos, cut marks, injured figures 
and ricket chest (associated with nutritional deficiencies).  

Bodily marks were observed on 645 of Muslim males (95.1%) and 335 
of Muslim females (88.9%) in the 1897-1901 period. Scars were present on 
66.9% of the males and 54.7% of the females. Pock-marked face were again 
seen every year and increased over three times that of the previous period, ris-
ing to 23.8% in males and 25.1% in females relative to 1892-1896. Tattoos 
were identified as more present among females. Discoloration and defective 
fingers were observed for this period. Other bodily marks were similar to those 
in the 1892-1896 period except for cut marks, injured fingers and ricket chest. 
Tables G1 & G2 provide details on these. For 1887-1891, 80.2% of Muslims 
who embarked had bodily marks. 

Physical markings may be related to diseases, nutritional deficiencies, in-
juries, religious beliefs, poor healing, or personal adornment. The incidence of 
epidemics, particularly smallpox, in India was higher for the period 1870 to 
1890; about 80% of India's population was likely to contract small-pox and in 
most of northern and central India smallpox was widely prevalent (Banthia and 
Tyson, 1999: 654, 659). As such, it is not unreasonable to expect that among 
the indentured Indians would be found persons who had survived smallpox. 
Despite the introduction of the Compulsory Vaccination Act (1877 Bombay; 
1884 Madras; 1893 Berar, Hyderabad) we did not find any recordings of vac-
cination or inoculation marks for the period under review.  

The recording of scars as the highest category of bodily marks is con-
sistent with the findings for Natal by Bhana (1997). However, it remains un-
clear the reasons underlying these marking although Bhana (1987, 25) specu-
lated that it may be from injuries or have religious or caste significance.  
 
Native Places  
 

Both the 1892-1896 and 1897-1901 periods had one infant born on board 
and thus was not assigned a native place. Between 1892 and 1896, the provinc-
es with the highest percentage of Muslim emigrants were the Northwest Prov-
inces (52.1%), Oudh (25.5%), and Bengal and Bihar (18.6%), while others 
originated from Bombay Presidency, Panjab, and Central India, or Oth-
er/Unknown (2.4%). Basti (189) in the Northwest Provinces, Shahabad (65) in 
Oudh, and Gonda (88) in Oudh were the districts with the highest number of 
emigrants.  

Between 1897 and 1901, 53.1% of Muslims originated from the North-
west Provinces which was similar to the previous period. The percentage of re-
cruits from Oudh increased to 32.9%. Recruits from Bengal and Bihar declined 
to 3.6%, a difference of 15 percentage points from the previous period. Mus-
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lims in this period, also came from Panjab (4.5%) and Other/Unknown areas 
(5.8%). Basti (215) and Gonda (107) were also the districts with the highest 
number of emigrants. 65.1% of Muslims emigrated from United Provinces 
while 18.9% emigrated from Bihar (Bengal Presidency). Basti (157) was also a 
district with the highest emigration. Appendix 2, Table H1 and H2 provide de-
tails on these. 
 Data confirms the findings from the 1891 Census (India Census Com-
missioner 1893: 174), that Muslims were distributed across India – ‘[n]o Prov-
ince or large State, and probably few districts or other subdivisions in the plain 
country west of Burma, is without a certain number of Musalman inhabitants. 
We find them relatively most numerous, of course, in the north-west’. The 
Muslim population density was high for Panjab (55.7%), and Bengal (32.8%). 
The Northwest Provinces, from where most recruits originated, had 13.8% of 
Muslims. The other provinces had 10% or less Muslims – Oudh (10.8%), Raj-
putana (8.2%), Bombay (8.0%), Madras (6.31%), and Central India (5.5%) 
(India Census Commissioner 1893, 172).  

For Trinidad, Laurence (1994: 110-112) identified the following princi-
pal provinces and districts in North India where emigrants were registered - 
Northwest Provinces (Agra, Allahabad, Azamgarh, Bareilly, Basti, Benares, 
Kanpur, Ghazipur, Gorackpur, Jaunpur, Mathura, Others), Oudh (Fyzabad, 
Gonda, Lucknow, Others), Bengal & Bihar (Burdawan, Calcutta, Darbhanga, 
Gaya, Patna, Shahabad, 24 Parganas, Others), and Punjab (Delhi, Others). As 
such, we see that Muslims were recruited from Northwest Provinces, where the 
population was lower than the national average (19.96%) (Census 1891, 1893: 
172). Thus, it can be confirmed that ‘the total number of labourers who emi-
grated from India comprised a small percentage of the total population of the 
country’ (Mahase 2012: 251).  

 
Second Indentures 
 

Information on second indentures is not found on the General Register. 
Handwritten notes on Emigration Passes indicated that for the period 1892-
1896, there were 108 persons who had second indentures. Of these, returnees 
were originally indentured in Trinidad (49%), British Guiana (24%), Jamaica 
(9%), Suriname (8%), Fiji (5%), Guadeloupe (3%), and Mauritius (2%). Nine 
Muslims labelled ‘R. of T.’ either bought time or paid passage and included 
two family units. One ‘R. of T’ died. There were no notations on Emigration 
Passes between 1897-1901, which indicated second indentures either did not 
occur or was not recorded for this period. Table I in Appendix 2 provides some 
details on second indentures. For 1887-1891, there were 116 second indenture 
Muslims with 88% returning from a Caribbean colony.  
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Repeat migration was not uncommon among emigrants. Kale (1998: 138, 

citing Laurence, 1994 and Grierson, 1883) stated that ‘by the 1880s repeat mi-
grants were likely to number among those sent out on each ship leaving Calcut-
ta for the British Caribbean Colonies’. Roopnarine (2011: 174) estimated that 
‘of the 175,000 that returned home another 40,000 to 50,000 re-entered the 
Caribbean for the second and even third time’. Moreover, ‘throughout the in-
denture period, there was a small and continuous inflow of second and third-
term Indian indentured laborers to the Caribbean (Roopnarine, 2009: 73). The 
second-or-third term indenture was quite complex but continuous.4 Although 
not precise, Roopnarine (2009: 87) calculates that repeat migration began in 
the 1860s and ended in 1920 with ‘the yearly average number who returned 
and re-migrated to Trinidad during the same period being 42’ (Roopnarine 
2009: 88).  
 
Family Accompaniments 
 

Between 1891 and 1896, of the 1,095 Muslims Emigration Passes exam-
ined, 40.8% of indentured labourers were accompanied by a family member; 
59.2% were unaccompanied. Of the unaccompanied Muslims, 77.8% were 
males and 22.2% were females. 168 family units were identified. Of these, 
34.5% were husband and wives with no children and 33.3% were couples with 
children. Mothers with children represented 25% while the rest included Mus-
lim fathers with children (2.4%), Muslim husband with two wives and children 
(0.6%), and siblings (3%). The other category (0.6%) contained a mother and 
child and the mother’s sister.  

By 1897-1901, of the 985 (minus ‘Virawa 1900’) Emigration Passes ex-
amined, 22.7% of indentured labourers were accompanied while 77.3% were 
unaccompanied. The percentage of unaccompanied was higher than the previ-
ous period, 1891-1896. Of the unaccompanied Muslims, 69.3% were males 
and 30.7% were females, indicating a slightly higher percentage of females 
compared to the 1892-1896. There were 99 family units which was lower than 
the 1892-1896 period. Of these, 42.4% were husbands and wives with no chil-
dren, 16.2% couples with children, 33.3% were mothers with children, 3% 
were fathers with children, and 8.1% siblings. There were 58 married Muslim 
males whose wives did not accompany them on the ship but were recorded at 
the town in which they previously resided. Appendix 2- Table J provides data 

                                                        
4 For example, migrants would serve five to fifteen years in the Caribbean and return to 
India but would return to the Caribbean, while others would serve their indenture in 
other British colonies (e.g. Mauritius, Fiji, and Natal) and chose the Caribbean instead 
of returning to their original indentured destinations. 
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on this. The period 1887-1891 had a higher number of persons accompanied by 
a family member (44.7%). There were also higher numbers of family units 
(194) during 1887-1891. The figures for these indicators fell thereafter to 1901.  
  The recording of Muslim men whose wives were at the towns where they 
originated rather than accompanying them on the ship started in 1899 but these 
were not recorded as married in our analysis. This phenomenon may have oc-
curred in previous years but not recorded as such.  

Kale (1998: 135) surmised that ‘families appear not to have emigrated 
together’, which is unlike our findings for the subgroup. However, the number 
of Muslims accompanied by a family member fell by 18% between 1892-1896 
and 1897-1901. Unaccompanied males for the two periods combined account 
73% and females for 27%. Data shows that in the 1892-1896 period 61% of 
females ((accompanied females/total females)*100) and in the 1897-1901 peri-
od 34% of females (minus ‘Virawa 1900’ females) were part of a family unit 
(accompanying their husband and the rest with children or with their husbands 
and children). The general principle of the majority of women being accompa-
nied by a family member was seen for Fiji (69%) and Mauritius (Lal 2012b: 
46), but this was not observed for the latter period or the combined period, 
where the number of single mothers accompanied by children (28%) was high-
er than the 12% identified by Lal (1980). There were cases of single fathers 
with children (2.6%). The general principle of the majority of women being 
accompanied by a family member was seen for Fiji (69%) and Mauritius (Lal 
2012b: 46). However this was not observed for the latter period or the com-
bined period in Trinidad, where the number of single mothers accompanied by 
children (28%) was higher than the 12% identified by Lal (1980). There were 
also cases of single fathers with children (2.6%). 
 
Births aboard Ships 
 

Based on the Abstracts from 1892 to 1896, there were 117 recorded 
births aboard ships; data for ‘Rhine 1893’, ‘Avon 1896’ and ‘Rhine 1896’ were 
not clear and thus not included. In the 1897-1901 period, there were 60 births. 
One Muslim was born in 1892-1896 and another in 1897-1901. Appendix 2- 
Table K shows some details on this. There was also one birth on board in 1887-
1891. 
 While there was the stipulation that ‘pregnant and nursing women not be 
allowed to emigrate, they continued to be recruited and were allowed to travel 
on the long voyages’ (Chatterjee, 1997: 108). Moreover, in every shipping sea-
son, for Trinidad, ‘the average number of births at sea was lower than the fig-
ure for Guyana, at about 15 per shipping season’. For the 1892-1896 period, 
the overall average number of births were somewhat higher (23.4) and for 
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1897-1901 period it was slightly lower (12) per shipping season. For the sub-
group, the number of births was much lower suggesting that pregnant Muslim 
women in their last trimester were not emigrating. 
 
Mortality aboard Ships 
 

Of the 274 Indian deaths on the ships between 1892 and 1896, only 18 
were Muslims (6.6%). This represents 2% of the immigrant population and 
0.1% of the Muslim population when expressed as a percentage of the Indians 
who embarked from India (13,842). Notably, 14.4% of Indian infants did not 
survive. 

There were 92 Indian deaths during the 1887-1901 period with 6 being 
Muslims (6.5%). This represented 1% of the Indian population and 0.07% of 
the Muslim population. The percentage of Indian infants who died was 11.9%. 
Appendix 2, Tables L1 and L2 show mortality statistics. The death rate for In-
dians in 1887-1891 was 1.9 % and 0.2% for Muslims. 

Gillion (1959), Perry (1969), Lal (1980), and Bhana (1987) discussed the 
mortality rate for Fiji and Natal. The mortality rate differed based on the length 
of journey and the health of the labourers, inadequate facilities provided on the 
ships and changes in the diet of the emigrants. The average mortality rate dur-
ing the voyages for the West Indies, Mauritius, Natal, and Natal for the 1892-
1901 was 1.2% (Kumar, 2017: 90). In Natal, the average mortality rate for 26 
years (1876-1902) was 0.5% (Bhana, 1987: 22). and in Fiji, the ‘average mor-
tality was less than 1% on voyages that averaged 73 days for sailing ships and 
30 days for steamers’ (Gillion, 1959: 138). The overall mortality rate concurs 
with the overall historical patterns of mortality observed elsewhere however, 
nuances in mortality patterns were observed for the subgroup.  
 
Estate Assignment 
 

During 1892-1896, 1,060 Muslims were distributed to 69 estates. The es-
tates with the most Muslims were Waterloo (102), St. Augustine (57), 
Aranguez (56), Caroni (53), and Orange Grove (51). Aranguez, Brechin Castle, 
Caroni, Cedar Hill, Esperanza, Malgretoute, Perseverance (Ced) and Petit 
Mourne saw arrival of Muslims each year while most estates received inden-
tured labourers intermittently. The estate where one Muslim was assigned 
could not be identified. 

During the 1897-1901 period, 1,045 Muslims were distributed to 67 es-
tates. The estates with the most Muslims were Orange Grove (81) Petit Mourne 
(65) Brechin Castle (62), Caroni (58), La Fortune (57), Waterloo (51). La For-
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tune, Mt Plaisir, Orange Grove and Torouba saw arrival of Muslims each year.5 

Of the estates Muslims were indentured, 43 were similar during the two 
periods. Waterloo, Caroni and Orange Grove saw large numbers of Muslims 
for both periods. There was not a continuous flow of immigrants to any partic-
ular estate between 1892 and 1901. Appendix 2, Tables M1 and M2 provide da-
ta on estate allocation. Caroni, Waterloo and Orange Grove were also estates 
where the largest numbers of Muslims were assigned in 1887-1891. 
 
Other Features 
 

Five Muslims and seven non-Muslims had Urdu/Arabic texts in the up-
per left corner of the Emigration Passes. Also, Hindi text (1) was seen on the 
Pass of one non-Muslim. They were all assigned to Perseverance Cedros. This 
suggests at least some literacy in Hindi (Devnagri script) and Urdu (Arabic 
script). Appendix 3 provides some details on this. 

From circa 1894, Emigration Passes captured ‘Occupation in India’. For 
1892-1896, for 235 cases, the occupational category listed was ‘labourer’. For 
the period, 1897-1901, the occupational categories listed were 601 labourers, 
223 cultivators, and six labourers-cultivators. The Census of 1891 (India Cen-
sus Commissioner, 1893: 190) shows that both labourers and cultivators were 
connected to agriculture; the agricultural class represented 30% of the popula-
tion and comprised three groups - military & dominant (10.2%), other cultiva-
tors (16.7%), and field labourers (2.9%). The Census (1893: 119) also demon-
strates that the source provinces were highly agricultural in its occupations - 
Central Province (64%), Bengal (63%), Northwest Provinces (61%), Bombay 
and Sindh (58%), Madras (59%), and Panjab (56%). The agriculture occupa-
tion showed a strength of 60% in the 1891 Census. Brennan et.al. (1994: 277, 
296) noted the expansion of agriculture and agricultural trade in North Indian 
society and acknowledged that in Fiji the ‘indentured laborers…. came from 
…. these classes: kisans [cultivating peasants] who had lost or (less likely) re-
nounced their cultivating rights, and agricultural laborers’. It is not unlikely 
that a similar position regarding occupations is obtained in Trinidad.  
 
Conclusion 
 

Findings suggest that the geographic and social patterns for indentured 
Muslims are generally consistent with the findings in the literature for the 
overall Indian migrants. The research confirms the importance of historical 

                                                        
5 The estate where 23 Muslims were not identified as verification stopped due to the 
onset of the coronavirus. 
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demographic research to ensure credibility of the numerical statistics for Mus-
lims and other sub-population groups. It not only adds to a deeper and more 
nuanced understanding of the Muslim community, but also secures for the sub-
group a historical narrative for better community meaning-making and rejuve-
nation. Further research is required to determine if the patterns for Muslims 
hold between 1902 and 1917 as we continue to rescue the lives of indentured 
labourers from the historical records thereby, ensuring that their names do not 
die, and the community embraces their historical past. 
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APPENDICIES – STATISITCAL TABLES 

 
 

Appendix 1: List of Ships arriving in Trinidad, 1892-1901 
 

SHIP NAME DATE OF ARRIVAL SHIP NAME DATE OF ARRIVAL 
1892-1896 1897-1901 

Daube   1st January 1892 Mersey 20th October 1897 
Allanshaw  12th October 1892 Ems 23 October 1897 
Rhone 23rd October 1892 Elbe 12th November 1897 
Rhine 13th November 1892 Ems 4th November 1898 
Avoca 4th December 1893 Rhone 10th November 1898 
Rhine  23rd October 1893 Bann 28th October 1899 
Moy 11th December 1893 Ems 29th November 1899 
Rhone 28th October 1894 Main 21st January 1900 
Rhone  4th October 1894 Moy 16th January 1901 
Main 1st November 1894  Avon 16th February 1901 
Moy 3rd December 1894 Arno 15th March 1901 
Hereford 27th December 1894 Foyle 3rd April 1901 
Foyle  24th January 1895 Virawa 17th October 1901 
Rhone  11th October 1895 Elbe 17th December 1901 
Rhine  1st November 1895   
Main 1st November 1895   
Avon  17th November 1895   
Grecian 13th October 1896   
Main 4th November 1896   
Erne 12th November 1896   
Avon  12th December 1896   
Rhine  13th December 1896   

*Records unavailable. 

130      Indenture Papers, Vol. 1, 2021 

 
Appendix 2 

 
Table A1: Landed in Trinidad, 1892-1896 

Year Ship Mus-
lims 

Embarked 
minus  

passengers 

Total 
arrived 

alive 

Total in-
dentured 

% Muslims 
per ship 

%  
Muslims 

(end year) 

Total 
em-

barked 

1892 

Daube  63 609 610 609 10.3 

8.8 

639 
Allanshaw  59 640 645 634 9.2 650 
Rhone 62 669 673 665 9.3 677 
Rhine 39 675 664 659 5.8 675 
Avoca 63 659 662 658 9.6 662 

1893 
Rhine  55 657 653 640 8.4 

10.5 
663 

Rhone 83 660 662 655 12.6 667 
Moy nd 629 627 621 nd 

10.6 

632 

1894 

Rhone  76 680 666 656 11.2 684 
Main 70 664 648 641 10.5 669 
Moy 55 664 637 636 8.3 665 
Hereford 77 608 569 562 12.7 609 

1895 

Foyle 90 613 592 591 14.7 

7.7 

613 
Rhone  51 693 692 690 7.4 695 
Rhine  35 692 680 680 5.1 692 
Main 30 654 651 651 4.6 654 
Avon  11 152 151 151 7.2 152 

1896 

Grecian 37 550 547 540 6.7 

7.3 

557 
Main nd 650 662 650 nd 671 
Erne 32 641 645 633 5 653 
Avon  49 616 619 603 8 632 
Rhine  58 616 614 598 9.4 632 

Total  1095 13691 13568 13423 8.8  13842 
Notes:  

 Emigration passes from ‘Moy 1893’ and ‘Main 1896’ which would have indicated caste could 
not be obtained from the National Archives of Trinidad and Tobago. The General Register K 
92381-105226 - October 1892-December 1896 also did not indicate caste. As such, data on 
Muslims from ‘Moy 1893’ and ‘Main 1896’ is not included in the analysis.  

 Passengers were not brought as indentures, thus embarked minus passengers give an indication 
of those which signed contracts. 

 Total arrived are those who survived the journey and is calculated as embarked minus deaths 
 Total indentured is the difference between Total arrived and those who were not assigned to es-

tates and thus not considered indentured (i.e. passengers, paid passage in Calcutta, paid pas-
sage on arrival, bought time, and to buy time). 

 The Total % Muslims per ship is calculated based on Muslims arrived 
 One Muslim on the ‘Rhone 1894’ and four Muslims on the ‘Herford 1894’ paid passage on ar-

rival. Five Muslims bought time on the ‘Rhine 1892’. One Muslim on the ‘Foyle’ bought 
time after going to the convalescence depot, but this is not recorded in the Abstract.  

 It is unclear how many Muslims were passengers as the caste was not recorded. Three possible 
Muslim names were identified on the passenger list on the ‘Rhine 1896’ but are not counted 
in the totals. 
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Table A2: Muslims landed in Trinidad relative to Indians landed/emigrating by year 1897-1901 
Year Ship Muslims 

arrived 
Embarked 

minus  
passengers 

Total  
arrived 

alive 

Total in-
dentured 

% Mus-
lims/ ship 

% Mus-
lims 

(end year) 

Total 
em-

barked 

1897 
Mersey 47 670 669 656 7 

6.4 
681 

Ems  31 658 640 626 4.7 662 
Elbe  42 550 550 543 7.6 555 

1898 
Erms 68 594 608 593 11.4 

13.3, 
608 

Rhone  98 655 655 652 15 658 

1899 
Bann 77 555 571 553 13.9 

15.3 
573 

Ems  104 628 620 619 16.6 629 
1900 Main 120 631 627 627 19 19.0 631 

1901 

Moy 71 614 628 611 11.6 

12.3 

631 
Avon 94 604 598 598 15.6 604 
Arno 92 665 656 656 13.8 665 
Foyle  81 572 564 564 14.2 572 
Virawa 68 741 742 734 9.2 749 
Elbe  62 616 617 613 10.1 620 

Total  1055 8753 8745 8645 12.1  8838 
Notes: 
 There were 86 passengers. On most ships, passenger ‘Caste’ was not given, however, for ‘Virawa 

1901’ one Muslim (Male 35 years R. Trinidad) was identified but was not included in the analysis 
 Sixteen Indians (‘Mersey 1897’-3 (1 Muslim), ‘Ems 189’7 10, ‘Elbe 1897-‘2, ‘Erms 1898’-1) 

bought time. 
 
 

Table B1: Percentage of Men, Women, Boys, Girls, & Infants Landed in Trinidad, (1892-1896) 
Year   Men Women Boys Girls Infants 

1892 
Muslims 171 76 16 7 16 
Indians  1818 939 166 145 184 
% Muslims 9.4 8.1 9.6 4.8 8.7 

1893 
Muslims 77 40 6 7 8 
Indians 791 343 51 57 75 
% Muslims 9.7 11.7 11.8 12.3 10.7 

1894 
Muslims 159 71 18 13 17 
Indians 1522 660 143 104 187 
% Muslims 10.4 10.8 12.6 12.5 9.1 

1895 
Muslims 122 61 18 6 10 
Indians  1479 838 169 118 200 
% Muslims 8.2 7.3 10.7 5.1 5.0 

1896 
Muslims 111 52 5 4 4 
Indians 1401 697 108 72 145 
% Muslims 7.9 7.5 4.6 5.6 2.8 

TOTAL Muslims 640 300 63 37 55 
Indians 7011 3477 637 496 791 
% Muslims 9.1 8.6 9.9 7.5 7.0 

Note: Does not include data from ‘Moy 1893’ and ‘Main 1896’. 
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Table B2: Percentage of Indian Men, Women, Boys, Girls, and Infants Landed in Trinidad by 

year (1896-1901) 
 

Year   Men Women Boys Girls Infants 

1897 
Muslims 81 38 1 0 0 
Indentures  1156 599 43 18 62 
% Muslims 7.0 6.3 2.3 0.0 0.0 

1898 
Muslims 106 54 1 1 4 
Indentures  819 334 39 26 31 
% Muslims 12.9 16.2 2.6 3.8 12.9 

1899 
Muslims 100 51 2 3 5 
Indentures  803 302 23 21 34 
% Muslims 12.5 16.9 8.7 14.3 14.7 

1900 
Muslims 69 46 3 0 2 
Indentures  384 189 21 17 20 
% Muslims 18.0 24.3 14.3 0.0 10.0 

1901 
Muslims 286 144 16 13 9 
Indentures  2308 1268 95 71 70 
% Muslims 12.4 11.4 16.8 18.3 12.9 

TOTAL Muslims 642 333 23 17 20 
Indentures  5470 2692 221 153 217 
% Muslims 11.7 12.4 10.4 11.1 9.2 

 
 
 

Table C1: Distribution of Indian Men, Women, Boys, Girls, and Infants Landed in Trinidad by 
year (1892-1896) 

Year   Men Women Boys Girls Infants 

1892 
Distribution of Muslims (%) 59.8 26.6 5.6 2.4 5.6 
Indentures Distribution (%) 55.9 28.9 5.1 4.5 5.7 
Difference (%) 3.9 -2.3 0.5 -2 -0.1 

1893 
Distribution of Muslims (%) 55.8 29 4.3 5.1 5.8 
Indentures Distribution (%) 60.1 26 3.9 4.3 5.7 
Difference (%) -4.3 2.9 0.5 0.7 0.1 

1894 
Distribution of Muslims (%) 57.2 25.5 6.5 4.7 6.1 
Indentures Distribution (%) 58.2 25.2 5.5 4 7.1 
Difference (%) -1 0.3 1 0.7 -1 

1895 
Distribution of Muslims (%) 56.2 28.1 8.3 2.8 4.6 
Indentures Distribution (%) 52.7 29.9 6 4.2 7.1 
Difference (%) 3.5 -1.8 2.3 -1.4 -2.5 

1896 
Distribution of Muslims (%) 63.1 29.5 2.8 2.3 2.3 
Indentures Distribution (%) 57.8 28.8 4.5 3 6 
Difference (%) 5.2 0.8 -1.6 -0.7 -3.7 

TOTAL Distribution of Muslims (%) 58.4 27.4 5.8 3.4 5 
Indentures Distribution (%) 56.5 28 5.1 4 6.4 
Difference (%) 2 -0.6 0.6 -0.6 -1.3 
(Note: Does not include data from ‘Moy 1893’ and ‘Main 1896’) 
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Table C2: Distribution of Indian Men, Women, Boys, Girls, and Infants Landed in Trinidad by 
year (1897-1901) 

Year   Men Women Boys Girls Infants 

1897 
Distribution of Muslims (%) 67.5 31.7 0.8 0.0 0.0 
Indentures Distribution (%) 61.6 31.9 2.3 1.0 3.3 
Difference (%) 5.9 -0.2 -1.5 -1.0 -3.3 

1898 
Distribution of Muslims (%) 63.9 32.5 0.6 0.6 2.4 
Indentures Distribution (%) 65.6 26.7 3.1 2.1 2.5 
Difference (%) -1.7 5.8 -2.5 -1.5 -0.1 

1899 
Distribution of Muslims (%) 62.1 31.7 1.2 1.9 3.1 
Indentures Distribution (%) 67.9 25.5 1.9 1.8 2.9 
Difference (%) -5.8 6.1 -0.7 0.1 0.2 

1900 
Distribution of Muslims (%) 57.5 38.3 2.5 0.0 1.7 
Indentures Distribution (%) 60.9 30.0 3.3 2.7 3.2 
Difference (%) -3.4 8.4 -0.8 -2.7 -1.5 

1901 
Distribution of Muslims (%) 61.1 30.8 3.4 2.8 1.9 
Indentures Distribution (%) 60.5 33.3 2.5 1.9 1.8 
Difference (%) 0.6 -2.5 0.9 0.9 0.1 

TOTAL Distribution of Muslims (%) 62.0 32.2 2.2 1.6 1.9 
Indentures Distribution (%) 62.5 30.8 2.5 1.7 2.5 
Difference (%) -0.5 1.4 -0.3 -0.1 -0.5 

 
 
 
 

Figure 1A: Distribution of 'caste' among Indentured Muslims 1892-1896 
 

 
Note:  

 Does not include data from ‘Moy 1893’ and ‘Main 1896’. 
 New/ Converted Musleman includes Rajput New Muslim and Nau Muselman.  
 There were 1 Gugar, 3 Gujar, 1 Julaha, and 1 Mogul identified, however, the names did not 

suggest that they were Muslims and were excluded from the analysis. 
 
 
 

134      Indenture Papers, Vol. 1, 2021 

 
 

Figure 2B: Distribution of 'caste' among Indentured Muslims 1897-1901 
 

 
Notes: 
 There were 15 Gugar and 2 Julahas identified, however, the names did not suggest that they were Mus-
lims and were excluded from the analysis 
 

 
Table D1: Percentage Muslim Males and Females by year (1892-1896) 

Year Ship Males  Females  % Males ship 
% Males  
(end year)  

% Females  
(end year) 

1892 
 

Danube  45 18 71.4 

67.8 32.2 
Allanshaw  38 21 64.4 
Rhone  42 20 67.7 
Rhine 30 9 76.9 
Avoca 39 24 61.9 

1893 
 

Rhine  37 18 67.3 
63 37 Rhone 50 33 60.2 

Moy nd nd  

1894 
 
 

Rhone  54 22 71.1 

66.5 33.5 
Main 47 23 67.1 
Moy 35 20 63.6 
Hereford 49 28 63.6 

1895 
 

Foyle 54 36 60 

66.8 32.9 
Rhone  34 17 66.7 
Rhine  22 13 62.9 
Main 25 5 83.3 
Avon  10 1 90.9 

1896 
 

Grecian 26 11 72.5 

67 33 
Main nd nd  
Erne 22 10 68.8 
Avon  31 18 63.3 
Rhine  39 19 67.2 

TOTAL   729 366 66.6  
(Note: Does not include data from ‘Moy 1893’ and ‘Main 1896’.) 
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Table D2: Percentage Muslim Males and Females by year (1897-1901) 

Year Ship Males  Females  % Males ship 
% Males  
(end year)  

% Females  
(end year) 

1897 
 

Mersey 30 17 63.8 
68.3 31.7 Ems  19 12 61.3 

Elbe  33 9 78.6 
1898 
 

Erms 44 24 64.7 
64 34 

Rhone  67 31 68.4 
1899 
 

Bann 45 32 58.4 
59.1 40.1 

Ems 62 42 59.4 
1900 Main 72 48 60.0 60 40 

1901 
 

Moy 44 27 62.0 

65.4 34.6 
Avon 56 38 59.6 
Arno 64 28 69.6 
Foyle  56 25 69.1 
Virawa 46 23 66.3 

 Elbe 41 21 66.1   
TOTAL  678 377 64.3   

 
 
 

Table E1: Age distributions of Muslim Males and Females (1892-1896) 
Age  1892 1893 1894 1895 1896 TOTAL  % 

MALES 
>6 17 6 17 13 4 57 7.8 
6 to 10 6 4 9 10 3 32 4.4 
11 to 15 0 1 3 0 1 5 0.7 
16 to 20 34 18 42 26 29 149 20.4 
21 to 25 64 28 71 61 49 273 37.4 
26 to 30 60 24 36 32 30 182 25.0 
31 to 35 11 6 5 3 1 26 3.6 
36 to 40 2 0 2 0 1 5 0.7 
41 to 45 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
46 to 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
TOTAL 194 87 185 145 118 729  

FEMALES  
>6 12 7 12 11 3 45 12.3 
6 to 10 4 4 10 0 3 21 5.7 
 11 to 15 1 1 2 1 0 5 1.4 
16 to 20 26 15 20 15 13 89 24.3 
21 to 25 29 15 30 36 34 144 39.3 
26 to 30 14 8 17 8 5 52 14.2 
31 to 35 5 0 0 1 0 6 1.6 
36 to 40 1 1 1 0 0 3 0.8 
41 to 45 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
46 to 50 0 0 1 0 0 1 0.3 
TOTAL 92 51 93 72 58 366  

(Note: Does not include data from ‘Moy 1893’ and ‘Main 1896’) 
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Table E2: Age distributions of Muslim Males and Females (1897-1901) 
Age  1897 1898 1899 1900 1901  TOTAL  % 

MALES 
>6 0 6 5 1 15 27 4.0 
6 to 10 1 1 2 1 4 9 1.3 
11 to 15 0 0 0 2 1 3 0.4 
16 to 20 17 37 47 27 125 253 37.3 
21 to 25 45 51 34 26 125 281 41.4 
26 to 30 19 13 18 13 34 97 14.3 
31 to 35 0 3 1 1 2 7 1.0 
36 to 40 0 0 0 1 0 1 0.1 
41 to 45 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
46 to 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
TOTAL 82 111 107 72 306 678  

FEMALES  
>6 0 1 3 2 14 20 5.3 
6 to 10 0 0 1 0 5 6 1.6 
 11 to 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
s16 to 20 17 22 30 23 65 157 41.6 
21 to 25 19 26 23 19 67 154 40.8 
26 to 30 2 5 15 4 10 36 9.5 
31 to 35 0 1 1 0 0 2 0.5 
36 to 40 0 0 1 0 1 2 0.5 
41 to 45 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
46 to 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0 
TOTAL 38 55 74 48 162 377  

 
Table F: Height Distribution of Muslim Population 

 
Height  1892 1893 1894 1895 1896 TOTAL 

 (cm) 
TOTAL 
(feet/inches) 

Males  161.2 
(n= 167) 

160.7 
(n= 76) 

161.4 
(n= 152) 

162.8 
(n=116) 

163.1 
(n=107) 

161.8 
(n=618) 

5’4  

Females  148.3 
(n= 74) 

147 
(n= 38) 

149 
(n= 65) 

149.9 
(n=57) 

149.2 
(n=53) 

148.8 
(n = 287) 

4’11  

Height  1897 1898 1899 1900 1901 TOTAL 
 (cm) 

TOTAL 
(feet/inches) 

Males  161.2  
(n=81) 

163.3  
(n=102) 

164 
(n=100) 

163.7 
(n= 68) 

163 
(n=282) 

163.1 
(n=633) 

5’4 

Females  150.3 
(n=37) 

150 
(n= 50) 

149.8 
(n=70) 

148.9 
(n= 46) 

149.7 
(n=144) 

149.7 
(n=347) 

4’11 
 

Notes: 
 No heights were recorded for infants, boys, girls, and a few immigrants.  
 Does not include data from ‘Moy 1893’ and ‘Main 1896’. 
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Table G1: Bodily marks of the Muslim Population (1891-1896) 
Bodily mark  Number Male Number Female  % Male % Female  
Birthmark  3 5 0.5 1.7 
Burn mark 15 11 2.4 3.8 
Cut mark 2 1 0.3 0.3 
Injured finger 0 2 0 0.7 
Mole 14 15 2.2 5.2 
Pock marked face 52 23 8.3 8 
Ricket chest 1 0 0.2 0 
Scar 519 210 83 73.4 
Tattoo 1 1 0.2 0.3 
Wart 18 18 2.9 6.3 
Discolouration 0 0 0 0 
Defective finger  0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 625 286   

(Note: Does not include data from ‘Moy 1893’ and ‘Main 1896’) 
 

 
Table G2: Bodily marks of the Muslim Population (1897-1901) 

Bodily mark  Number Male Number Female  % Male % Female  
Birthmark  2 0 0.3 0.0 
Burn mark 2 2 0.3 0.6 
Cut mark 0 0 0.0 0.0 
Injured finger 0 0 0.0 0.0 
Mole 44 32 6.8 9.7 
Pock-marked face 153 83 23.8 25.1 
Ricket chest 0 0 0.0 0.0 
Scar 431 181 66.9 54.7 
Tattoo 3 28 0.5 8.5 
Wart 9 8 1.4 2.4 
Discolouration 1 0 0.2 0.0 
Defective finger  0 1 0.0 0.3 
TOTAL 645 335   
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Table H1: Native Places of Muslim Indentured labourers, 1891-1896 

 
Provinces/ 
States 

Districts 1892 1893 1894 1895 1896 Total 

N
or

th
w

es
t 

P
ro

vi
nc

es
 

Agra 0 1 4 9 5 19 
Allahabad 5 7 11 7 5 35 
Aligarh 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Azimghur/Azmagarh 25 9 16 18 3 71 
Ballia/Bullia 9 9 5 2 3 28 
Banda 0 0 3 1 0 4 
Bareilly/Barrielly/Bas Bareilly 13 0 3 1 0 17 
Basti/Busti/ Bustee 34 21 48 30 56 189 
Benares 3 3 6 3 4 19 
Bulandshahr  1 0 0 0 0 1 
Cawnpore/Cawnpur 4 0 2 4 2 12 
Furrakabad 3 4 0 0 1 8 
Goruekpur 18 4 18 16 10 66 
Ghazipur/Ghazeepur 11 9 13 4 3 40 
Jounpur/Jaunpur/Gjaunpur 13 4 7 10 3 37 
Meerut 0 0 4 0 0 4 
Mirzapur 0 2 2 3 3 10 
Moradabad 0 1 0 0 1 2 
Shahjahanpur 6 0 0 0 2 8 
Total 146 74 142 108 101 571 

 Bhagalpur 3 0 1 0 0 4 
 Bhurbhum/ Birbhum 1 0 0 0 0 1 
 Burdwan 2 1 0 0 0 3 
 Buxar 0 0 0 1 0 1 

B
en

ga
l a

nd
 B

ih
ar

 
 

Champaran 0 0 12 2 0 14 
Dacca 3 0 0 0 0 3 
Durbanga/Darbhanga 6 2 1 1 1 11 
Gya/Gaya 10 2 0 0 1 13 
Hazaribagh 1 1 0 0 0 2 
Hooghly 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Jessore 0 6 0 0 1 7 
Monghyr/ Mumger 6 0 0 2 0 8 
Mozafferpur/ Mazafferpur 6 2 4 0 0 12 
Patna 5 4 6 5 2 22 
Sarun/Saran 6 5 11 13 1 36 
Shahabad 22 13 25 0 5 65 
24 Pergunnahs 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Total 71 37 61 24 11 204 

B
om

ba
y 

P
re

si
-

de
nc

y 

Bombay 0 4 0 0 0 4 
Lakhimpur 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Total 1 4 0 0 0 5 

 Baharaich/Bahraich 2 1 0 0 1 4 

 Barabanki 14 1 1 7 0 23 

 
Faizabad/Fyzabad  10 3 20 20 13 66 
Gonda 14 5 11 24 34 88 
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Provinces/ 
States 

Districts 1892 1893 1894 1895 1896 Total 

Hurdoi 1 0 5 1 1 8 
Lucknow 2 1 11 7 0 21 
Partabghur/ Pertabghur 2 0 5 5 5 17 

 Rai Barrielly/Rae Bereilly 2 4 0 1 2 9 

O
u

dh
 Sitapur/Seetapore 1 0 1 1 1 4 

Sultanpur 6 0 10 8 5 29 
Unnao/Unao  1 1 0 7 1 10 
Total 55 16 64 81 63 279 

P
un

ja
b 

an
d 

C
en

tr
al

 I
n-

di
a 

Armritsar 1 0 1 0 0 2 
Delhi 1 1 1 0 0 3 
Gurgaon 1 0 0 0 1 2 
Hoshiarpur/ Hoshiyarpur 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Rawlpindi 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Total 3 2 3 0 1 9 

O
th

er
 

Alipur 0 1 2 1 0 4 
Alwar 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Bharuthpur 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Datia 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Dhaulpur 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Goanpur 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Gwalior 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Hydrabad 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Jajapur 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Jalaun 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Motihari 2 0 1 0 0 3 
Muzaffarnagar 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Nasirabad 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Oudh 2 0 0 0 0 2 
Rampur 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Santal Parganas 0 0 4 0 0 4 
Total 8 5 8 4 0 25 

  Unknown** 1 0 0 0 0 1 
  GRAND TOTAL 285 138 278 217 176 1094 

Note:  
 Does not include data from ‘Moy 1893’ and ‘Main 1896’. 
 The categorisation of districts to provinces was primarily informed by Vertovec (1992) and 

supplemented by Banerjee, Abhijit, and Iyer (2005). 
 

Provinces/States 1892 1893 1894 1895 1896 Total % 
Northwest Provinces 146 74 142 108 101 571 52.2% 
Bengal and Bihar 71 37 61 24 11 204 18.6% 
Bombay Presidency 1 4 0 0 0 5 0.5% 
Oudh 55 16 64 81 63 279 25.5% 
Panjab and Central India 3 2 3 0 1 9 0.8% 
Other 8 5 8 4 0 25 2.3% 
Unknown 1 0 0 0 0 1 0.1% 
Total 285 138 278 217 176 1094 100.0% 
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Table H2: Native Places of Muslim Indentured labourers, 1897-1901 
Provinces/ 
States 

Districts 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901 To-
tal 

N
or

th
er

n 
P

ro
vi

nc
es

 

Agra 3 7 7 6 6 29 
Allahabad 12 21 5 4 5 47 
Aligarh 0 0 0 0 4 4 
Azimghur/Azmagarh 6 4 6 3 18 37 
Baduan 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Banda 0 0 0 0 2 2 
Ballia/Bullia 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Bareilly/Barrielly/Bas Bareilly 1 1 1 5 4 12 
Basti/Busti/ Bustee 31 29 46 15 94 215 
Benares 2 1 1 0 5 9 
Bulandshahr  0 0 0 0 3 3 
Cawnpore/Cawnpur 2 5 5 3 5 20 
Etawa 0 0 0 1 1 2 
Fatehpur 1 2 6 2 3 14 
Furrakabad 1 1 2 1 6 11 
Goruekpur 6 3 1 7 28 45 
Ghazipur/Ghazeepur 1 1 2 1 4 9 
Itah/Etah 0 0 1 1 7 9 
Jounpur/Jaunpur/Gjaunpur 1 4 6 3 14 28 
Jhansi 0 0 0 0 5 5 
Mainpur/ Manpuri 0 1 2 0 1 4 
Meerut 0 2 1 0 7 10 
Mirzapur 0 4 1 1 1 7 
Moradabad 0 3 2 3 9 17 
Mathura/Muttra/Muthra 0 0 0 6 2 8 
Saharanpur 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Shahjahanpur 0 2 0 2 6 10 
Total  67 91 96 64 242 560 

B
en

ga
l a

nd
 B

ih
ar

 

Buxar 0 0 1 1 0 2 
Calcutta 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Champaran 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Durbanga/Darbhanga 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Gya/Gaya 1 0 1 1 1 4 
Jessore 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Lohardagga 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Mozafferpur/ Mazafferpur 1 1 0 0 3 5 
Patna 0 0 0 2 1 3 
Sarun/Saran 0 2 0 0 1 3 
Shahabad 4 1 2 2 4 13 
24 Parganas 1 2 0  0 3 
Total 8 7 5 6 12 38 

O
ud

h
 

Baharaich/Bahraich 5 10 7 2 5 29 
Barabanki 0 5 4 2 17 28 
Faizabad/Fyzabad  3 4 9 3 30 49 
Gonda 22 18 19 9 39 107 
Hurdoi 1 2 7 2 3 15 
Lucknow 0 8 0 3 7 18 
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Provinces/ 
States 

Districts 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901 To-
tal 

Partabghur/ Pertabghur 5 2 4 1 11 23 
Rai Barrielly/Rae Bereilly 1 2 6 2 8 19 
Sitapur/Seetapore 0 1 10 5 3 19 
Sultanpur 5 11 4 3 10 33 
Unnao/Unao  0 1 1 0 5 7 
Total 42 64 71 32 138 347 

P
un

ja
b 

an
d 

C
en

tr
al

 I
nd

ia
 

 

Delhi 0 1 0 1 14 16 
Gurgaon 0 1 0 10 8 19 
Hisar 0 0 0 0 3 3 
Jabalpur/ Jubbulpore  0 0 0 0 6 6 
Narsingpur 0 0 0 0 3 3 
Rohtak  0 0 0 0 1 1 
Total 0 2 0 11 35 48 

O
th

er
 

Alipur 3 0 0 0 0 3 
Alwar 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Armritsar 0 0 0 0 2 2 
Badayun 0 0 0 1 1 2 
Bharuthpur 0 0 0 0 4 4 
Bikaner 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Bopal 0 0 1 0 2 3 
Dholpur 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Gwalior 0 0 1 1 8 10 
Hamipur 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Hydrabad 0 0 0 0 3 3 
Jaipur 0 1 0 0 5 6 
Jodhpur 0 0 1 0 2 3 
Kishangarh 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Madras 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Muzaffarnagar 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Orai 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Patiala 0 0 1 0 1 2 
Pilibhit 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Ulwar 0 0 0 2 5 7 
Total 3 2 5 6 38 54 

  Unknown** 0 0 3 1 3 7 
  GRAND TOTAL 120 166 180 120 468 1054 
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Table I: Second indentured immigrants to Trinidad between 1891-1896 – first place of indenture  

Provinces/States 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901 Total % 
Northwest Provinces 67 91 96 64 242 560 53.1% 
Bengal and Bihar 8 7 5 6 12 38 3.6% 
Oudh 42 64 71 32 138 347 32.9% 
Panjab and Central India 0 2 0 11 35 48 4.6% 
Other 3 2 5 6 38 54 5.1% 
Unknown 0 0 3 1 3 7 0.7% 
Total 120 166 180 120 468 1054 100.0% 

The categorisation of districts to provinces was primarily informed by Vertovec (1992) 
and supplemented by Banerjee, Abhijit, and Iyer (2005). 

 
 

Place  1892-1896 1897-1901 
 No. % No. %  
Réunion/Île Bourbon (Burbo) 0 0   
Fiji 5 4.6   
Guadeloupe  3 2.8   
Guyana 26 24.1   
Natal 0 0   
Mauritius  2 1.9   
Suriname  9 8.3   
St. Vincent  0 0   
Trinidad  53 49.1   
Jamaica 10 9.3   
Total 108    

Notes: Ships post ‘Rhone 1895’ had no notations on second indentures.  
The General Register was used for ‘Virawa 1901’ (no Emigration Passes) 
hence, second indentures could not be determined.  
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Table J: Muslim Family Accompaniments on the Ship (1891-1896) 
 1891-1896 1897-1901 
Category No. % No. % 
Number of Muslims unaccompanied on ships  648 59.2 761 77.3% 
Number of Muslims accompanied by family member  447 40.8 224 22.7% 
     
Unaccompanied Muslim Males  504 77.8 527 69.3% 
Unaccompanied Muslim Females  144 22.2 234 30.7% 
     
Number of Muslim family units  168  99  
Number of Muslim couples (husband /wife) with no 
child/children 

58 34.5 42 42.4% 

Number of Muslim couples (husband / wife) with 
child/children  

56 33.3 16 16.2% 

Number of Muslim mothers alone with child/ children  42 25.0 33 33.3% 
Number of Muslim fathers alone with child/ children  4 2.4 3 3% 
Number of Muslim husbands with two wives and no child/ 
children 

0 0.0 0 0% 

Number of Muslim husbands with two wives with child/ 
children 

1 0.6 0 0% 

Number of Muslim family units with three generations 0 0.0 0 0% 
Number of Muslim Sibling Units  5 3.0 8 8.1% 
Other Muslim relationships  1 0.6 0 0% 

Notes:  
 There were no data from ‘Moy 1893’, ‘Main 1896’ and ‘no emigration passes for Virawa 1901’ 

hence, the findings are based on reviews of 1,095 Emigration Passes for the period 1892-
1897 and 985 for the period 1897-1901.  

 58 unaccompanied Muslim males were recorded as Married but with wives at town where they 
lived rather than accompanying them. This was only observed from 1899 onwards.  

 
 

 
Table K: Births 1887-1891 and 1897-1901 

Year Total Im-
migrants 

Muslims % 

1892 28 1 3.6 
1893 14 0 0 
1894 34 0 0 
1895 21 0 0 
1896 20 0 0 
TOTAL  117 1 0.85 
1897 19 0 0 
1898 11 0 0 
1899 15 1 6.7% 
1900 1 0 0 
1901 14 0 0 
TOTAL  60 1 1.7 

Note: No information was obtained for ‘Rhine 1893’, 
‘Avon 1896’, ‘Rhine 1896’, and ‘Foyle 1901’.  
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Table L1: Deaths on ship 1891-1896 

Year   Men Women Boys Girls Infants Total 
1892 Muslims 2 0 0 0 0 2 

Indians  20 10 2 3 16 48 
 % deaths 10 0 0 0 0 4.2 

1893 Muslims 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Indians 5 2 1 0 12 20 
 % deaths  0 0 0 0 8.3 5 

1894 Muslims 1 4 2 0 4 11 
Indians 23 13 8 7 57 108 
 % deaths  4.3 30.8 25 0 7 10.2 

1895 Muslims 1 1 0 0 2 4 
Indians 8 8 1 2 14 40 
 % deaths  12.5 12.5 0 0 14.3 10 

1896 Muslims 0 0 0 0 0  0 
Indians 16 2 4 6 30 58 
 % deaths  0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total Muslims 4 5 2 0 7 18 
Indentures  72 39 16 14 129 274 
 % deaths  5.6 12.8 12.5 0 5.4 6.6 
Embarked  7828 3867 733 517 897 13842 
% Muslims died  0.1 0.1 0.1 0 0.8 0.1 
% Indians died  0.9 1.0 2.2 2.7 14.4 2 
(Note: Does not include data from ‘Moy 1893’ and ‘Main 1896’) 

 
 

Table L2: Deaths on ship 1897-1901 
 

Year   Men Women Boys Girls Infants Total 
1897 Muslims 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Indians  9 9 2 2 16 38 
 % deaths 0 11.1 0 0 0 2.6 

1898 Muslims 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Indians 2 1 0 0 0 3 
 % deaths  0 0 0 0 0 0 

1899 Muslims 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Indians 5 4 0 0 2 11 
 % deaths  0 25 0 0 0 9.1 

1900 Muslims 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Indians 0 1 0 0 3 4 
 % deaths  0 0 0 0 0 0 

1901 Muslims 1 2 0 0 1 4 
Indians 15 15 1 0 5 36 
 % deaths  6.7 13.3 0 0 20 11.1 

Total Muslims 1 4 0 0 1 6 
Indentures  31 30 3 2 26 92 
 % deaths  3.2 13.2 0 0 3.8 6.5 
Embarked  5509 2721 255 159 212 8838 
% Muslims died  0.02 0.15 0 0 0.46 0.07 

 % Indians died  0.6 1.1 1.3 1.3 11.9 1 
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Table M1: Estates to which Muslims were indentured 1892-1891 
 

Estate 1892 1893 1894 1895 1896 Total 
Aranguez 19 1 22 7 7 56 
Brechin Castle 10 7 3 5 1 26 
Caroni 5 3 7 21 17 53 
Cedar Hill 16 4 8 7 4 39 
Columbia 5 0 9 2 0 16 
Constance  14 3 0 0 0 17 
Esperanza  4 4 16 6 9 39 
Exchange 7 0 10 4 0 21 
Garden  0 0 1 5 25 31 
Hermitage 2 6 13 0 3 24 
La Fortune 11 9 0 1 3 24 
Malgretoute 10 2 3 12 5 32 
Orange Groove 12 0 20 6 13 51 
Perseverance (Ced) 1 9 9 5 5 29 
Petit Mourne  1 9 2 5 8 25 
St Augustine  10 0 33 11 3 57 
Union Hall 14 0 0 4 0 18 
Usine Ste Madeline 14 8 0 2 0 24 
Waterloo 20 36 0 33 13 102 
Wellington 5 0 11 0 0 16 
Williamsville 18 0 8 0 19 45 
Woodford Lodge 11 0 9 7 15 42 
Others* 70 35 75 68 24 272 
Unknown 0 0 0 1 0 1 
TOTAL  279 136 259 212 174 1060 

Notes: 
 *Other includes estate assignment of less than 15 persons placed for 
the enire period. The Estates are as follows: Barataria, Belle Vue, Ben 
Lomond, Bien Venue, Bonne Aventure, Bronte, Buen Intento, Camden, 
Canaan, Cedar Grove, Concord PAP, Craignish, Dinsley, El Reposo, El 
Salvadore, Endevour, Esmeralda, Harmony Hall, Hindustan, Inverness, 
Jordan Hill, La Plaissance, La Resource, Laurel Hill, Lothians, Maracas 
Bay, Maraval, Mon Desir, Mt Plaisir, Mt Pleasant, New Grant, Palmiste, 
Perseverance (Cou), Phillipine, Picton, Plain Palais, Reform, Retrench, 
San Gill, San Filipe, San Jose, San Pablo, San Rafael, Spring, St. Hele-
na, Ste Marie and Torouba. 
 The difference between the number of Muslims who arrived (1095) 
and those who were sent to estates (1060) is due to deaths, persons who 
bought time or paid passage. 
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Table M2: Estates to which Muslims were indentured 1897-1901 
 

 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901 Total 
Adela 0 0 0 0 17 17 
Bien Venue 4 0 9 2 4 19 
Brechin Castle 6 0 9 11 36 62 
Buen Intento  0 9 2 2 5 18 
Caroni 16 0 4 14 24 58 
Cedar Hill 4 2 12 0 13 31 
Esperanza  0 15 6 5 23 49 
Hermitage 5 5 2 0 12 24 
La Fortune 8 9 14 5 23 59 
Malgretoute 0 3 6 5 13 27 
Mt Plaisir  10 4 9 2 16 41 
Mt Pleasant 0 5 1 6 5 17 
Orange Groove 2 11 10 14 44 81 
Perseverance  6 0 0 0 11 17 
Pererverance (Cou) 11 0 5 0 0 16 
Petit Mourne  6 22 19 0 18 65 
Plain Palais 3 7 0 0 6 16 
Spring 1 0 8 0 12 21 
Torouba 10 12 9 6 12 49 
Union Hall 2 3 2 0 12 19 
Waterloo 3 13 0 10 25 51 
Wellington 0 0 0 6 17 23 
Williamsville 6 9 0 11 4 30 
Woodford Lodge 0 8 6 1 0 15 
Other 15 28 45 18 91 197 
Unknown 0 1 1 2 19 23 
TOTAL  118 166 179 120 462 1045 

Notes: 
 Other includes estate assignment of less than 15 persons placed 
for the enire period. The Estates are as follows: Aranguez, Bon Accord, 
Bronte, Camden, Constance, Craignish, El Reposo, El Salvadore, Ex-
change, Forres Park, Fredrick, Friendship, Garden, Harmony Hall, Hin-
dustan, Inverness, Jordan Hill, La Carmen, La Compension, La Horquet-
ta, La Jose de Caura, La Reunion, L’Esperancee, Lothians, Maraval, 
Milton, Mon Desir, Mon Jaloux, Perserverance (Ced), Perseverence 
(Chag), Rio Claro, San Filipe, San Francisco, San Francique, San Juan, 
San Pablo, San Pedro, St Augustine, St. Helena, St. Louis, St. Madaline, 
Usine Ste Madeline and Verdant Vale 
 The difference between the number of Muslims who arrived 
(1055) and those who were sent to estates (1045) is due to deaths, per-
sons who bought time and three persons repatriated under Section 222 
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Figure 2: Map of Native Places, India 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Lal, Brij V. "Maps." In Chalo Jahaji: On a Journey 
through Indenture in Fiji, 399-400. ANU Press, 2012. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt24h3ss.27. 

 
 

Figure 3: Location of estates in Trinidad 
 

Source: Shamshu Deen, 1994. Solving East Indian Roots in Trinidad. HEM En-
terprises. 
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Appendix 3: Images 
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