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National Council of Indian Culture (NCIC)  
  
  
GLOBAL INDIAN DIASPORA CONFERENCE 2025  
  
28-38 Narsaloo Ramaya Marg  
Endeavour, Chaguanas   
Trinidad and Tobago  
  
CALL FOR PAPERS  
Theme:   Charting the Future: Deepening the Indian Diaspora’s Impact and Legacy 
Date:        May 30th – June 02nd, 2025  
Venue:    National Council of Indian Culture, Trinidad  
  

The National Council of Indian Culture (Trinidad and Tobago) invites you to submit papers (abstracts) for a Global Indian Diaspora Conference to be held in Trinidad, from May 30th – June 02nd  2025 as art of our celebrations to mark the 180th Anniversary of the arrival of East Indians as indentured immigrants to Trinidad in 1845.  
 
Background 
  
The Indian indentureship system was abolished on January 1, 1920, when all contractual obligations for indentured immigrants in British Colonies (Jamaica, Trinidad, British Guiana (now Guyana), Mauritius, and Fiji) were brought to an abrupt end.

Upon the termination of the indentureship system, Indian laborers who opted to remain in the countries where they had been indentured faced the necessity of establishing themselves within these societies as non-contract laborers. These individuals and their descendants integrated into, and adapted to their new environments, seeking educational, business and other opportunities while forming political alliances. The imperative of self-preservation motivated them to engage in economic competition with other ethnic groups and undergo a process of socio-cultural rejuvenation. They made substantial contributions to the development of their adopted countries in a variety of sectors.  

This conference aims to explore the economic, socio-cultural, religious, and political advancements of the Indian diaspora with a forward-looking perspective. The event will also identify areas where gaps exist in Diasporic communities while highlighting their transformative contributions in post-indentured societies and other domains, emphasizing how these achievements are helping to shape a dynamic and impactful future.  


Conference Objectives: 

· Facilitate Global Dialogue: Create opportunities for diasporic researchers and scholars to engage in meaningful global conversations. 
· Advance a Progressive Community: Promote the development of a forward-thinking Indian diasporic world community through collaboration and dialogue on diverse issues. 
· Interactive Engagement: Offer opportunities for scholars and researchers to interact, share major concerns, and discuss matters pertinent to their respective communities. 
· Encourage Inquiry: Foster inquiry by diasporic scholars, researchers, and others into the challenges and practical possibilities for the Indian Diaspora in charting and sharing a common future. 
· Gendre Discussions: Encourage discussion on evolving gender issues. 
· Stimulate New Research: Encourage new research on the post-20th century period and contemporary trends. 
· Articulate Future Perspectives: Define future academic, entrepreneurial, political, cultural, and social perspectives for the Global Indian Diaspora. 
· Youth Engagement: Establish a forum for Indian Diasporic Youth discussions. 
 
 
Conference Topics: 
 
The topics listed for discussions are not conclusive. Additional ideas may be added as long as they relate to the main theme of the conference.
  
· Historical Perspectives – Examination of how the historical experiences have shaped the Indian character since the end of indentureship in Indian Diaspora countries and non-Indian Diaspora areas.  
· The Emergence of multi-ethnic Nations and Societies – Indian Diaspora interaction with other ethnic groups, challenges and ethnic negotiations in nation building.  
· Emergence and Consolidation of Identities – Exploration of multiple identities, including any or all of the following, ethnicity, cross-culturalality, gender, class, caste, religion, politics, and race.   
· Indian Diaspora Labour issues in the 21st Century in Indian Diaspora and non-Indian Diaspora countries.  
· Gender Issues – Investigation of the emergence of gendered identities, changes in gender roles, and gender inequalities, and changes in Gender.  
· Indian Diaspora Heritage, Arts, Culture and Archives – Exploration of Indian Diaspora literature, film, art, media, cultural artifacts ,archives  and other areas as we preserve the past and stretch our vision into the future.   
· Technology and Entrepreneurship – Examination of Indian Diaspora global linkages, economic dominance/consolidation, Indian diasporic transfers, and the growth of the Indian Diaspora entrepreneurial class in modern times in Indian Diaspora and non-Indian Diaspora countries.  
· Future Trends – Projections and future developments in political, academic, economic, socio-cultural, religious and other areas in Indian Diaspora and non-Indian Diaspora countries.   
· Ecology and the Environment – Consideration of ecological and environmental issues, including Climate Change, within the Indian Diaspora countries.  
· Indian Diaspora Literary work – Analysis of recent biographies, novels, works of fiction, poetry, etc related to the Indian Diaspora.  
· Indian Diaspora Sports, Performative traditions, Visual Arts and Contemporary Culture - Exploration of Indian Diaspora participation in Sports, Performative traditions (festivals, dance and rituals) the visual arts (crafts, pottery, film, music, photography) and contemporary culture in the global Indian Diaspora and across global centres.  
· Politics in the Indian Diaspora – Investigation of political dynamics within the Indian Diasporic communities, projecting future political landscapes 
· Religious Continuity and Identity – Ensuring religious continuity and Identity in the Indian Diaspora.    
· Global Indian Diaspora Youth Forum – Youth perspectives for the future of the Indian Diaspora. Exploration of changing identities, shifting trends and roles, inter-generational interactions and contemporary issues such as cross-culturalization, adaptation, unemployment, education, political involvement and entrepreneurial opportunities, etc. facing Indian Diaspora youths.   
  
     Visual Arts and Poster Presentations
  
The conference organizers welcome displays of the Visual Arts and Poster presentations.  
A designated area will be established for the display of visual arts and posters illustrating research outcomes, archival, and ongoing projects. The visual arts may include any aspect of the Indian Diaspora world such as sculpture, pottery, ceramics, jewelry and craft, etc. Posters may incorporate photographs, statistical tables, figures, charts, or other graphic materials. The conference organizers will provide mounting boards for poster displays and tables for other displays.   Presenters are responsible for all other necessary mounting materials. Presenters must produce their posters and visual materials for their presentations, as well as any specialized mounting materials and printed handouts.  
 
A description of the Visual Arts or Poster presentation should be submitted by January 15th 2025.  
  
  
  
GENERAL GUIDELINES 
  
I. GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS:  
 	An abstract must have a short, specific title, which clearly defines the content of the paper.  
 
i. Length of Abstracts — Abstracts should be no more than 250 words; written in English in Microsoft Word, single-spaced and using 12-point Times Roman font.   
ii. All abstracts must be submitted by e-mail as Microsoft Word attachments to gidc@ncicheritagecentre.com and copied to office@ncic.com .  
iii. All submissions should contain the following Sub headings:   
· Author's name 
· Conference theme
· Sub-theme  
· Paper’s title 
· Institutional affiliation (if any)
· Mailing address
· E-mail address
· Telephone/WhatsApp contact 
· The text of the abstract
· Brief bio of the author   
  
iv. Conference email: gidc@ncicheritagecentre.com
v. Abstracts should be sent using the conference email: gidc@ncicheritagecentre.com 
            addressed to:  

The Conference Secretariat,  
NCIC Global Indian Diaspora Conference  
  
And copied to: office@ncic.com  
 
  
  
  
II. DEADLINES: The following deadlines will guide your preparations:   
 
i. Final date for the submission of Paper Abstracts:                       15th  January 2025   
ii. Acceptance of Paper:                                                                            25th  January 2025  
iii. Final date for the submission of full papers:                                 25th  March   2025  
iv. Final date for confirmation of attendance at the conference:   20th  April 2025     
   
III. Presentations: The preference is for in-person, PowerPoint presentations at the conference but arrangements will be made for virtual presentations where necessary.  
  
  
IV. CONTACTS:  
Primnath Gooptar
Conference Coordinator  
Email: pgoopta@hotmail.com  
(M/WhatsApp) 1 868 470 0133    
  
Shivani Boodram  
Conference Secretary
Email: shivani.boodram@hotmail.com  
(M/ WhatsApp) 1 868 381 6965   
    
  
  
V. FORMAT OF FINAL PAPER: All papers are to be submitted in typewritten form in MS Word 12.0. using MLA formatting. Papers should be approximately 3000-5000 words in length, should reflect original, unpublished work and should be of publishable quality. All conference participants whose proposals are accepted will receive confirmation from the Secretariat by 25 January 2025.   
 


VI. CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS  
 
i. Contributors must summarize their proposals to be presented in a maximum of 15 minutes during the conference.  
ii. These will be combined into sessions of five papers per panel.  
  
VII. REGISTRATION: There will be a registration fee of $ 50 USD for participants (Paper presenters will be exempted from this registration fee).  All participants are required to fill out the Pre-Registration Form which will be available on the NCIC website at http://www.ncictt.com/gidc    
  
VIII. TRAVEL, ACCOMMODATION, MEALS AND VISA REQUIREMENTS:   
  
Travel and Accommodation: Foreign participants will be required to fund their international travel and local accommodation. Conference organizers will provide internal transportation to and from the airport and to and from their accommodation, provided that such accommodation is within a 10-mile radius of NCIC Conference venue (NCIC NAGAR, Chaguanas).   

A general guide to cost is as follows per night:  
i. Guest Houses – 25 USD to 60 USD
ii. 3* Hotels – 100 USD, 4 and 5 * Hotels – 100+ USD.  

For suggested available accommodation and associated costs, see the document entitled    
“TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION” at http://www.ncictt.com/gidc.  
   
Meals: Snacks, lunch and dinner will also be provided for all presenters during the conference days at the conference venue.  
  
Visa requirements: All participants are encouraged to check the relevant government (TT) website to ascertain if they need a visa to travel to this country.   
  
Links to general information on Trinidad and Tobago VISA:  
    https://tntairports.com/travel/before-you-fly/visa-requirements/  
    https://visaguide.world/north-america-caribbean/trinidad-tobago-visa/  
  
  
  
  
  
IX. CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES: 
 
            Friday 30th May 2025                    Youth Forum 
Friday 30th May 2025                         Indian Arrival Cultural Programme         
Saturday 31st May 2025                     Presentation of Papers   
[bookmark: _Hlk176810594]Saturday 31st May 2025                 Cultural Programme 
Sunday 01st June 2025                        Presentation of Papers    
Sunday 01st June 2025                        Cultural Programme         
Monday 02nd June 2025                     Sightseeing     
                  
i. There will be a formal opening ceremony on 30th May 2025 at 6:00 pm (Trinidad & Tobago Time) followed by a dinner.   
ii. A Cultural Programme on Saturday 31st May 2025 at 7.00 pm (Trinidad & Tobago Time) will also be held.  
iii. Attendees wishing to participate in the sightseeing programme on Monday 02nd June 2025 must indicate this at the time of registration. The cost of the sightseeing tour is 40 USD.  
  
  
X. PUBLICATIONS: Selected peer-reviewed papers will be published as a bound volume in 2025. In addition, all peer-reviewed papers will be published online at Global Indian Diaspora: Indenture Papers: Studies on Indian Diaspora, (Fiji): https://Indian Diaspora.ac.fj/.  
  
XI. WEBSITE: The official website for the conference will be: http://www.ncictt.com/gidconference  
  
  
  
  
NCIC  
  
The National Council of Indian Culture (NCIC)] was established in 1964. It is the main Indian diasporic cultural organization in Trinidad. It has hosted several international conferences, cultural missions and artistes from India, the Caribbean and elsewhere. It organizes several annual projects to commemorate important dates on the Indian cultural calendar, including Heritage Month, with Divali Nagar (Oct-Nov) being its flagship event.   
 
  
The NCIC and UWI and other organizations have a cumulative track record of very successful conferences in the past, some of which are mentioned below:
1975 – East Indians in the Caribbean: Colonialism and the struggle for identity. (UWI)
1979 – East Indians in the Caribbean: A focus on contemporary issues. (UWI)
1984 – East Indians in the Caribbean: Beyond Survival. (UWI)
[bookmark: _Hlk176810792]1995 – Challenge and Change: The Indian Diaspora in its historical and contemporary contexts (NCIC and UWI).
2000 – Asian Immigrations to the Caribbean (UWI)
2002 – Religions in the New World: Adaptation and change
2011 – Global South Asian Diaspora in the 21st century (UWI)
2014 –  International Diaspora Conference (NCIC)
2015 – The Indian Diaspora: Identities, Trajectories and Transnationalities (UWI)
2016 – Caribbean Indian Diaspora Conference (NCIC)
2017 – Global Indian Diaspora: Charting New Frontiers (NCIC)
2020 – World Indian Diaspora Conference (NCIC)
2021 – International Phagwa Conference (NCIC)
2024 – International Taan Singing Conference (NCIC)   
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